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Air bags—again 


On Dec. 6, 1976, Secretary of Transportation decided that 
air bags should not be required equipment on all new cars, 
even though such passive restraint systems “are technolog- 
ically feasible.” At the same time the Secretary called on car 
makers to join Transportation Dept. in conducting a demon- 
stration program of the life-saving & injury-reducing 
capabilities of passive restraint systems. 


CONSUMERS NEWS has reported at various times on the 
comments Transportation received (both for & against the use 
of air bags) & other options available & on the public hearing on 
Aug. 3, 1976 [CONSUMER NEws: Aug. 1 & Sept. 1, 1976; CoN- 
SUMER REGISTER: July 1, 1976]. 


The outgoing Secretary also directed Transportation’s Na- 
tional Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) to 
issue an advance notice of proposed rulemaking (ANPR) in- 
tended to increase the convenience, comfort & reliability of 
seat belts. Secretary said, “If seat belts could be improved & 
their use increased, these changes could have a bearing on 
[Transportation’s] ultimate decision as to whether to mandate 
passive restraints for all new cars.” 


April 15 is deadline for comments on NHTSA’s ANPR to 
change its occupant crash standards which, among other mat- 
ters, raises the following questions about seat belts: 

© Could improved consumer acceptance & increased rates 
of seat belt use be achieved if seat belts were easier to put on & 
were more comfortable? 

© Should durability requirements be added to the existing 
standards to reduce malfunction of the seat belts? Surveys of 
new car owners indicate that a significant percentage of seat 
belt assembly & warning system components malfunction rela- 
tively soon after introduction into service.) 

©@ Would a more effective warning system (if seat belts are 
not properly fastened) improve seat belt use? One way might 
be a continuous buzzer that is now prohibited by law. 


Details—Federal Register: Dec. 16, 1976, page 54961. Send 
comments to Docket Section, National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, Washington, DC 20590. Refer to docket 
number 74-14, Notice 7. 


NOTE: On Feb. 6, the new Secretary of Transportation an- 
nounced that Transportation would re-examine the whole air 
bag controversy because the smaller, lighter (& more energy- 
saving) cars that must be built in the future might not be safe 
enough without built-in safety standards. 


Client grievance procedure 


Feb. 25 is deadline for comments on Legal Services 
Corp.’s (LSC) proposal to require establishment of a grievance 
committee to handle complaints of clients who believe that 
legal assistance has been improperly denied or who are not 
satisfied with the assistance that has been provided. 


Under the proposal, each individual recipient (such as a 
local legal aid group that receives funds to assist low income 
clients) would set up a committee to resolve a client’s com- 
plaint. Committee would be composed of both lawyers & client 
representatives. 


Details—F ederal Register: Jan. 26, page 4867. Send comments 
to Legal Services Corp., 733 15th St. NW, Washington, DC 
20005. 


Federal disaster assistance 


Feb. 25 is deadline for comments on Federal Disaster As- 
sistance Administration’s (FDAA) proposed changes in its 
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rules concerning the individual & family grant program under 
the Disaster Relief Act of 1974. (FDAA directs, manages & 
coordinates the Federal disaster assistance program, including 
the President’s Disaster Relief Fund & other programs dealing 
with disaster preparedness, relief & recovery.) 


Proposed changes include additions of persons eligible for 
relief under the law. Present regulations do not permit states 
to help persons who are displaced from their homes although 
the houses were not physically damaged. This means that 
under existing regulations, an otherwise eligible person whose 
house was not damaged but who still had to leave his/her home 
& rent housing elsewhere does not receive financial assistance. 


Proposed change eliminates this inequity by specifying 
that funds for rental accommodations be made available to the 
displaced person. In addition, the proposal would permit finan- 
cial assistance to a person who is forced by the disaster to move 
his/her mobile home. 


States determine eligibility for this assistance. 


Details—F ederal Register: Jan. 27, page 5093. Send comments 
to Docket Clerk, Housing & Urban Development Dept., Wash- 
ington, DC 20410. Refer to Docket No. R-77-445. 


Mobile homes 


Feb. 28 is deadline for comments on Housing & Urban 
Development Dept.’s (HUD) proposal to help low income con- 
sumers who want to buy mobile homes. Proposal is similar to 
regulations already in effect that permit subsidies for 
mortgages for low & moderate income consumers [CONSUMER 
NEws: Nov. 1, 1975). 

Details—Federal Register: Jan. 27, page 5088; Jan. 6, 1976, 
page 1168. CONSUMER REGISTER: Feb. 1, 1976. Send com- 
ments to Rules Docket Clerk, Housing & Urban Development 
Dept., Washington, DC 20410. Refer to Docket No. R-77-449. 


CPSC in the sunshine 


Feb. 28 is deadline for comments on Consumer Product 
Safety Commission’s (CPSC) plans for implementing the Gov- 
ernment in the Sunshine Act, which requires Federal agencies 
to conduct open meetings by March 12, 1977. 


Beginning Feb. 24, CPSC will open its weekly executive 
meetings to the public. For some time, the agency has been 
giving the public advance notice of most of its meetings [CON- 
SUMER REGISTER: Dec. 1, 1975]. 


Proposal includes definition of “meetings” as used in the 
Sunshine Act & it sets forth requirements for announcing the 
meetings as well as describing procedures for making meeting 
records available to the public. 


Details—Federal Register: Jan. 27, page 5079. Send comments 
to Secretary, Consumer Product Safety Commission, Wash- 
ington, DC 20207. 


Eyeglasses 


Federal Trade Commission (FTC) has made available the 
Presiding Officer’s report on advertising of ophthalmic goods 
& services. For single copies, write to Public Reference 
Branch, Federal Trade Commission, Washington, DC 20580. 

Because FTC’s staff report on eyeglasses has not yet been 
made public, there is no deadline set yet for comments on the 
Presiding Officer’s report. Comments may be sent until fur- 
ther notice to Secretary, Federal Trade Commission, Wash- 















































ington, DC 20580. Identify as “Comment on Presiding Officer’s 
report—TRR.” 


CONSUMER REGISTER has already summarized FTC’s pro- 
posal to permit sellers of prescription eyeglasses & certain 
other products to advertise those products & services [CON- 
SUMER REGISTER: Feb. 15, 1976}. 


Details—Federal Register: Jan. 27, page 5075. 


X-rays 


March 1 is deadline for comments on Environmental Pro- 
tection Agency’s (EPA) recommendations on how Federal 
agencies should develop standards to protect consumers from 
unnecessary exposure to x-rays. Recommendations include 
comments from an Interagency Working Group on Medical 
Radiation as well as comments from other Federal agencies. 


Among other recommendations, EPA suggests that the 
following examinations should not be routinely performed: 

® Chest & lower back x-rays in routine physical examina- 
tions or as a Federal requirement for employment. 

@ Tuberculosis screening by chest radiography. 

© Chest x-rays for hospital admission of patients under age 
of 40 unless there is an indication that such x-ray is necessary. 

e Chest radiography in routine prenatal care. 

e Mammography (x-ray examination of the breast) exam- 
inations for women of any age who have no symptoms or who do 
not have a strong history of breast cancer [CONSUMER REGIS- 
TER: Aug. 15, 1976]. 

e Prescription of x-ray examinations of pregnant or possi- 
bly pregnant patients—because of possible fetal exposure— 
unless proper protective measures are applied. 


Details—F ederal Register: Jan. 26, page 4884. Send comments 
to Criteria & Standards Division (AW-460), Office of Radiation 
Protection Programs, Environmental Protection Agency, 
Washington, DC 20460. Single copies of the report of the 
Interagency Working Group on Medical Radiation are avail- 
able by writing to the above address. 


FRS in the sunshine 


March 2 is deadline for comments on Federal Reserve Sys- 
tem’s (F RS) proposed amendments to implement the Govern- 
ment in the Sunshine Act. Proposal describes procedures for 
conducting open meetings as well as provisions for conducting 
closed meetings when trade secrets or other information of a 
confidential nature might be involved. 


Details—Federal Register: Jan. 31, page 5699. Send comments 
to Secretary, Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve Sys- 
tem, Washington, DC 20551. Refer to Docket R.0077. 












This listing, prepared by Marion Q. Ciaccio, is intended only as summary coverage of selected Federal Register items 
deemed of particular interest to consumers, & it does not affect the legal status or effect of any document required or 
authorized to be published pursuant to Section 5 of Federal Register Act as amended, 44 U.S.C. 1505. Federal Register is 
published Monday through Friday (except Federal Government holidays) by Office of the Federal Register, National 
Archives & Records Service, General Services Administration. Subscription is $5 a month or $50 a year & may be 
ordered from Superintendent of Documents, Government Printing Office, Washington, DC 20402. Superintendent also 
sells copies of Federal Register for 75¢ each. Free copies of Federal Register may be available in libraries. 


Bubble bath 


March 29 is deadline for comments on Food & Drug Ad- 
ministration’s (FDA) proposal to require cautionary labeling 
on bubble bath products. 


For some time, FDA has received reports from consumers 
& doctors about adverse reactions caused by bubble bath prod- 
ucts. These reactions include itching & skin rashes; urinary 
tract, bladder & kidney injuries; genital disorders; eye irrita- 
tion; & respiratory disorders’ some of which required medical 
attention. 


FDA asked bubble bath manufacturers to reduce the 
amount of a suspected irritant in the product (alkylarylsulfo- 
nate, a type of detergent & foaming agent) & to remove other 
harsh ingredients, but the number of adverse reactions re- 
ported has still not decreased significantly. Because FDA 
found that prolonged & excessive use of these products con- 
tributes significantly to the incidence of adverse reactions in 
users, especially children, the agency believes that a regula- 
tions needed. 


Under the proposal, the labels would say: 
Caution—Use only as directed. Excessive use or pro- 
longed exposure may cause irritation to skin & urinary 
tract. Discontinue use if rash, redness or itching oc- 
curs. Consult your physician if irritation persists. 
Keep out of reach of children. 


In addition, bubble bath powder would contain another 
cautionary statement: 
Avoid inhalation of dust to prevent respiratory dis- 
comfort.” 


Details—Federal Register: Jan. 28, page 5368. Send comments 
to Hearing Clerk, Food & Drug Administration, 5600 Fishers 
Lane, Rockville, MD 20857. 


Standards 


e FISH FILLETS—Feb. 28 is deadline for comments on 
National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) 
proposal to issue interim standards for grades of fish fillets. 
Included in the proposed general standards are fresh or frozen 
fish that are not already covered by a specific standard for 
grades. Those already covered are cod, flounder, sole, had- 
dock, ocean perch & Pacific ocean perch. Grades include A, B & 
C. Purpose of issuing general standards is to facilitate trade in 
fish fillets of all commercial species, not just the ones listed 
above, & assure consumers that these fillets have been iden- 
tified as to quality. Details—Federal Register: Jan. 25, page 
4468. Send comments to Director, National Marine Fisheries 
Service, Washington, DC 20235. 
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charge if no substitute participant is 
found, some of the supporters of the 
CTC petition said existing rules dis- 
courage ABC operators from even 
trying to get substitutes. 
Details—Federal Register: Jan. 28, 
page 5367. Send comments to Docket 
Section, Civil Aeronautics Board, 
Washington, DC 20428. Refer to 
Docket No. 29940. 


@ On Jan. 31, American Airlines 
asked Civil Aeronautics Board 
(CAB) to approve its “Super Saver” 
fares connecting the New York area 
with the West Coast. If approved, the 
fares would be in effect for one year 
beginning April 25 & would reduce 
round trip fares by as much as 45% for 
flights leaving & arriving on Tuesday 
through Thursday. Somewhat 
smaller discounts would be available 
for Monday & Friday departures 
(40% discount) & Saturday & Sunday 
departures (35% discount). Children 
aged 2 to 12 would pay $206 round 
trip, no matter which day of the week 
they traveled. There are certain re- 
strictions: (1) travel arrangements 
would have to be made at least 30 
days before departure, (2) travelers 
would have to stay away at least 7 
days & return within 45 days of dep 
rture & (3) no connecting flights or 
stopovers would be permitted. 


e Civil Aeronautics Board 
(CAB) has approved Texas Interna- 
tional Airlines’ request to offer a 
“Peanuts” fare on selected routes. 
This fare is 50% less than regular 
fares & will be in effect for one year. 
Routes connect certain Texas & 
western states & are confined to off- 
peak hours. One example of the new 
fare: One way between Albuquerque 
& Los Angeles is $37 instead of $75. 


e Civil Aeronautics Board 
(CAB) has raised airline liability for 
lost baggage from $500 to $750, effec- 
tive April 19. CAB also expanded the 
conditions under which damage could 
be claimed by consumers & is requir- 
ing that all certificated airlines, in- 
cluding supplementals, be liable for 
lost of damaged baggage. Until the 
new rule was adopted, only domestic 
airlines & local services were cov- 
ered. 

In addition to lost baggage liabil- 
ity, the airlines will also have to com- 
pensate a traveler for temporarily 
lost baggage. For example, if a 
traveler’s tennis equipment is de- 
layed, airlines will have to pay for the 
rental of substitute equipment. (CAB 
said that many airlines already com- 
pensate for such losses or delays on a 
voluntary basis.) 








